
Lower KS2 Music 
 

Uni-structural: the 
Pupil’s response 

focuses on one 
relevant aspect. 

Multi-structural: the Pupil’s 
responses focuses on several 

relevant aspects 

 Relational: The different aspects 
have become integrated into a 

coherent whole 

Extended Abstract: The whole 
may be conceptualised at a 

higher level and generalised to a 
new topic or area.  

Music deepening Skills Emerging 
 

Developing 
 

Secure 
 

Exceeding 
 

O
ve
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Listen and appraise To listen to different 
types of music. 

To state whether the 
music is liked or 

disliked and why. 

To discuss the style of the 
music. 

To use musical language when 
discussing what can be heard. 

To identify different instruments in 
a piece of music. 
To begin to refer to the dimensions 
of music when discussing the piece 
of music. 
To link musical ideas. 

To identify which instruments 
play which parts in a piece of 
music. 
To begin to understand how the 
dimensions of music work 
together and discuss these 
referring to the piece of music. 
To begin to discuss the structure 
of a piece of music. 

Singing To sing in time 
following the words 
accurately.  

To sing with expression and 
with an awareness of singing 
in tune. 
To sing in unison with others 
and in simple 2 parts. 
 

To sing in a 2 part harmony/call 
and response following a musical 
leader. 
To sing in tune. 

 
 
To sing any section of a song and 
do this independently. 

 

Playing Follow a musical 
leader to play 
Recorder: Play B 
Glockenspiel: play E 

Play 3 notes. C, D, E 
Recognise minims and minim 
rests 
Recorder: Play B, A 
Glockenspiel: play D, E, F 

Play 4 notes. C, D, E, G 
Recognise quavers, crotchets, 
minims and rests. 
Recorder: Play B,A, G 
Glockenspiel: play D, E, F, C 

Play C,D,E,G,A 
Recognise quavers, crotchets, 
minims, rests, semibreves, 
dotted quavers and dotted 
minims. 
Recorder: Play B,A, G duet 
Glockenspiel: play C, E, F, D duet 



 

Subject Quote:  What do we love about our 

subject? 
 

How do we want our pupils to 

talk about our subject? 

What are some of the big ideas in 

our subject? 

 
 

What are some of the things we 

would love to teach in this 

subject? 

It is creative and expressive, 
and there is no set right or 
wrong when creating pieces of 
music. 
It is a subject that all children 
can be involved with, that they 
can enjoy. 
The children love singing, and 
again, allows all children to 
participate. 

To show a love of the subject, 
an excitement for learning. 
To feel like they have achieved, 
and can see the progress they 
are making. 
To not be afraid of making 
mistakes, and to gain 
confidence in sharing what they 
have done. 

Would love to have whole 
school performances each term 
for parents, incorporating 
children who have instrumental 
lessons, and also elements 
covered in lessons, to allow 
many more children the 
opportunity to perform. 
 

To teach the children about the 
Great composers and how 
much of their music is still used 
today. 
To understand how music can 
make someone feel; the 
journey it can take you on. 
To read simple notation. 
To perform as a group and 
individually. 

Play any other tuned musical 
instrument using the same notes 
as above. 

 

notation To recognise that 
symbols represent 

different notes. 
To recognise the 

treble clef and bass 
clef. 

To recognise C, D, E on the 
stave. 
Recognise quavers and 
crotchets. 
Begin to record compositions 
using notation or symbols. 

 
 

To recognise C, D, E, G on the 
stave. 
Recognise quavers, crotchets, 
minims and rests. 
Record composition using notation 
or symbols. 

 
To recognise C, D, E, G, A on the 
stave. 
Recognise quavers, crotchets, 
minims, rests, semibreves, 
dotted quavers and dotted 
minims. 
Record compositions using 
notation-jottings on the correct 
place on the stave. 

Pulse/rhythm To find the beat and 
pulse of a piece of 
music. 

To copy back using one note: 
C or D. 

To copy back using one sometimes 
two notes : C, D, E or G. 

 
To copy back using one or two 
notes: C, D, E, A or G. 
 

 

Composition 
 
 
 

Play the note C and 
compose using this. 

Compose using C, D, E using 
one or 2 notes. 
Begin to record compositions 
using notation or symbols. 

Compose using C, D, E, G using up 
to 3 notes. 
Record composition using notation 
or symbols. 

Compose using C, D, E, G, A using 
a range of notes. 
Record compositions using 
notation-jottings on the correct 
place on the stave. 



Feeds into many other areas of 
the curriculum-art, English, PE, 
maths. 

Eventually, would love to go for 
the Artsmark award in school, 
once music and Art has a bigger 
role in our school-more whole 
school projects.  Maybe an arts 
week? 

 

 

 

 

 

Upper KS2 Music 
 

Uni-structural  Multi-
structural  

 Relational Extended 
Abstract  

Music deepening Skills Emerging 
 

Developing 
 

Secure 
 

Exceeding 
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Listen and appraise Identify and move 
to the pulse of a 
piece of music. 

Discuss the style of 
the music and likes 

and dislikes. 

Use musical words to discuss 
piece of music. 

Identify instruments in the piece 
of music. 

Compare 2 pieces of music of the 
same style. 

Identify which instrument plays 
which part in a piece of music. 

Discuss the structure of a piece of 
music. 

To know how the dimensions of 
music work together and discuss 
these referring to the piece of 
music. 

 
Compare 2 pieces of music using 
the inter-linking dimensions of 

music. 
 

 

Singing To sing at the right 
time by following 
the words and the 
musical leader. 

 
To sing with expression. 
To sing in unison or in two parts. 
To sing with an awareness of 
being in tune. 

To sing backing vocals. 
To experience rapping and solo 
singing. 

To sing a variety of styles in tune. 
To sing any part of a song. 
To sing in any key. 

 

Notation 
 
 
 

Recognise the 
notes:  C, D, E. 
Recognise quavers, 
crotchets and rests. 

Recognise the notes: C, D, E, F, G, 
A 
Recognise quavers, crotchets, 
minims, rests and semibreves. 

Recognise the notes: C, D, E, F, G, 
A, B 

 
To recognise all notes and their 
values and begin to play with 
increased accuracy. 



 
 
 

Begin to record 
compositions using 
notation or 
symbols. 
 

Record compositions using 
notation or symbols. 
 

Recognise quavers, crotchets, 
minims, rests, semibreves, dotted 
quavers and dotted minims. 
To begin to follow a musical score 
to play. 
Record compositions using 
notation-jottings on the correct 
place on the stave. 

Record compositions using 
notation. 
Begin to use the correct note 
values when recording 
compositions. 

 
 
 

Composition Play the notes C, D 
and G   
Compose using one 
or two notes. 
Begin to record 
compositions using 
notation or 
symbols 

Compose using C, D, E, G, A, B 
using three notes starting on G. 
Record compositions using 
notation or symbols 

Compose using C, D, E ,F , G, A, B 
starting on G. 
Record compositions using 
notation-jottings on the correct 
place on the stave. 

Compose using a range of notes. 
Record compositions using 
notation. 
Begin to use the correct note 
values when recoding 
compositions. 
 

Pulse/rhythm To find the beat 
and pulse of a 
piece of music. 
To copy back using 
one note: C 

To copy back using one note: C, D 
or E 

To copy back using one sometimes 
two notes : C, D, E or G. 

 
To copy back using one or two 
notes: all notes 
 

 

Playing 

Play 3 notes. C, D, E 
following a musical 
leader. 
Recognise quavers, 
crotchets and rests. 
 

Play 4 notes. C, D, E, F, G, A 
Recognise quavers, crotchets, 
minims, rests and semibreves. 
 

 
 
Play C, D, E, F, G, A, B 
Recognise quavers, crotchets, 
minims, rests, semibreves, dotted 
quavers and dotted minims. 
To begin to follow a musical score 
to play. 
 

 
To play tuned instruments using 
a range of notes. 
To recognise all notes and begin 
to play with increased accuracy 
following a musical score. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Year 3 Autumn (Singing) Spring (improvisation) Summer (composition) 
Topic links    
NC statement: Play and perform in solo contexts 

To play and perform in ensemble 
contexts. 
Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of music. 
Develop an understanding of the history 
of music. 

Play and perform in solo contexts 
To play and perform in ensemble 
contexts. 
Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of music. 
Develop an understanding of the history 
of music. 
Demonstrate increase in accuracy, 
fluency and control. 
Improvise in a range of styles 
Demonstrate musical expression 
Listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds 
Use and understand staff (and other) 
notations 

Play and perform in solo contexts 
To play and perform in ensemble 
contexts. 
Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of music. 
Develop an understanding of the history 
of music. 
Demonstrate musical expression 
Improvise in a range of styles 
Compose in a range of styles 
Use and understand staff (and other) 
notations 

Expected knowledge To discuss different styles of music. 
To identify instruments in a song. 
To begin to understand the dimensions 
of music. 
To copy back a rhythm or two notes. 
To be able to sing 3 songs from memory 
To be able sing with expression. 
To be able to sing in unison, 2 part 
harmony and call and respond. 
To recognise notes on the stave. 

To know how to hold instruments 
correctly. 
To play C, D, E on a tuned musical 
instrument. 
To recognise crotchets and quavers,  
To know where F and A is on the 
musical stave. 
To improvise using 1 or 2 notes. 

To begin to compose using C, D, E, G 
using up to 3 notes. 
To be able to record composition using 
notation or symbols. 
To recognise crotchets, minims, quavers 
and rests. 
To know where FACE is on the musical 
stave. 

Vocabulary Structure, intro/introduction, verse, 
chorus, improvise, compose, pulse, 
rhythm,  pitch, tempo, dynamics, bass, 
drums, guitar, keyboard, synthesizer, 
hook, melody, texture,  structure, 
electric guitar,  organ, backing vocals, 
hook, riff, melody, Reggae, pentatonic 
scale,  imagination, Disco.  

Structure, intro/introduction, verse, 
chorus, improvise, compose, pulse, 
rhythm,  pitch, tempo, dynamics, bass, 
drums, guitar, keyboard, synthesizer, 
hook, melody, texture,  structure, 
electric guitar,  organ, backing vocals, 
hook, riff, melody, Reggae, pentatonic 
scale,  imagination, Disco.  

Structure, intro/introduction, verse, 
chorus, improvise, compose, pulse, 
rhythm,  pitch, tempo, dynamics, bass, 
drums, guitar, keyboard, synthesizer, 
hook, melody, texture,  structure, 
electric guitar,  organ, backing vocals, 
hook, riff, melody, Reggae, pentatonic 
scale,  imagination, Disco.  

 



Year 4 Autumn  (singing) Spring (improvisation) Summer (composition) 
Topic links    
NC statement: Play and perform in solo contexts 

To play and perform in ensemble 
contexts. 
Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of music. 
Develop an understanding of the history 
of music. 

Play and perform in solo contexts 
To play and perform in ensemble 
contexts. 
Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of music. 
Develop an understanding of the history 
of music. 
Demonstrate increase in accuracy, 
fluency and control. 
Improvise in a range of styles 
Demonstrate musical expression 
Listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds 
Use and understand staff (and other) 
notations 

Play and perform in solo contexts 
To play and perform in ensemble 
contexts. 
Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of music. 
Develop an understanding of the history 
of music. 
Demonstrate musical expression 
Improvise in a range of styles 
Compose in a range of styles 
Use and understand staff (and other) 
notations 

Expected knowledge To discuss different styles of music. 
To identify where different instruments 
are played in a song. 
To understand the dimensions of music. 
To copy back a rhythm or three notes. 
To be able to sing 4 songs from memory 
To be able sing with expression with an 
awareness of being in tune 
To be able to sing in unison, 2 part 
harmony and call and respond. 

To be able to make a sound on a 
recorder and a clear note on a 
glockenspiel. 
To play C, D, E on a tuned musical 
instrument. 
To recognise crotchets, minims, 
quavers, rests and semibreves. 
To know where FACE CD are on the 
musical stave. 
To improvise using 2 or 3 notes. 

To begin to compose using C, D, E, G , A 
using a range of notes. 
To be able to record composition using 
notation or symbols. 
To recognise crotchets, minims, 
quavers, semibreves and dotted 
quavers. 
To know where FACE and EGBDF CD are 
on the musical stave. 

Vocabulary Keyboard, electric guitar, bass, drums, 
improvise, compose, melody, 
pulse,  rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, 
texture, structure, compose, improvise, 
hook, riff, melody,  solo, pentatonic 
scale, unison, rhythm patterns, musical 
style, rapping, lyrics, 
choreography,  digital/electronic 
sounds, turntables, synthesizers, by ear, 
notation, backing vocal, piano,  organ, 

Keyboard, electric guitar, bass, drums, 
improvise, compose, melody, 
pulse,  rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, 
texture, structure, compose, improvise, 
hook, riff, melody,  solo, pentatonic 
scale, unison, rhythm patterns, musical 
style, rapping, lyrics, 
choreography,  digital/electronic 
sounds, turntables, synthesizers, by ear, 
notation, backing vocal, piano,  organ, 

Keyboard, electric guitar, bass, drums, 
improvise, compose, melody, 
pulse,  rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, 
texture, structure, compose, improvise, 
hook, riff, melody,  solo, pentatonic 
scale, unison, rhythm patterns, musical 
style, rapping, lyrics, 
choreography,  digital/electronic 
sounds, turntables, synthesizers, by ear, 
notation, backing vocal, piano,  organ, 



acoustic guitar, percussion, birdsong, 
civil rights, racism, equality. 

acoustic guitar, percussion, birdsong, 
civil rights, racism, equality. 

acoustic guitar, percussion, birdsong, 
civil rights, racism, equality. 

 

Year 5 Autumn  (singing) Spring (improvisation) Summer (composition) 
Topic links    
NC statement: Play and perform in solo contexts 

To play and perform in ensemble 
contexts. 
Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of music. 
Develop an understanding of the history 
of music. 

Play and perform in solo contexts 
To play and perform in ensemble 
contexts. 
Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of music. 
Develop an understanding of the history 
of music. 
Demonstrate increase in accuracy, 
fluency and control. 
Improvise in a range of styles 
Demonstrate musical expression 
Listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds 
Use and understand staff (and other) 
notations 

Play and perform in solo contexts 
To play and perform in ensemble 
contexts. 
Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of music. 
Develop an understanding of the history 
of music. 
Demonstrate musical expression 
Improvise in a range of styles 
Compose in a range of styles 
Use and understand staff (and other) 
notations 

Expected knowledge To use musical words to discuss a piece 
of music. 
To identify the different instruments in 
a piece of music and where they are 
played. 
To understand the dimensions of music. 
To copy back a rhythm or three notes. 
To be able to sing 4 songs from memory 
To be able sing with expression with an 
awareness of being in tune 
To be able to sing in unison, 2 part 
harmony and call and respond. 
To recognise notes on the stave. 

To play C, D, E, F on a tuned musical 
instrument. 
To recognise crotchets, minims, 
quavers, semibreves and dotted 
quavers. 
To know where FACE and EGBDF CD are 
on the musical stave. 
To improvise using 2 or 3 notes. 

To begin to compose using C, D, E, F, G, 
A using a range of notes. 
To be able to record composition using 
notation.. 
Recognise quavers, crotchets, minims, 
rests, semibreves, dotted quavers and 
dotted minims. 
To know where FACE and EGBDF CD are 
on the musical stave. 

Vocabulary Rock, bridge, backbeat, amplifier, 
chorus, bridge, riff, hook, improvise, 
compose,  appraising, Bossa Nova, 
syncopation, structure, Swing, 

Rock, bridge, backbeat, amplifier, 
chorus, bridge, riff, hook, improvise, 
compose,  appraising, Bossa Nova, 
syncopation, structure, Swing, 

Rock, bridge, backbeat, amplifier, 
chorus, bridge, riff, hook, improvise, 
compose,  appraising, Bossa Nova, 
syncopation, structure, Swing, 



tune/head, note values, note 
names,  Big bands, pulse, rhythm, solo, 
ballad, verse, interlude, tag ending, 
strings, piano, guitar, bass,  drums, 
melody, cover, Old-school Hip Hop, Rap, 
riff, synthesizer, deck, backing loops, 
Funk,  scratching, unison, melody, cover, 
pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, 
Soul, groove, riff,  bass line, brass 
section, harmony, melody.  

tune/head, note values, note 
names,  Big bands, pulse, rhythm, solo, 
ballad, verse, interlude, tag ending, 
strings, piano, guitar, bass,  drums, 
melody, cover, Old-school Hip Hop, Rap, 
riff, synthesizer, deck, backing loops, 
Funk,  scratching, unison, melody, cover, 
pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, 
Soul, groove, riff,  bass line, brass 
section, harmony, melody.  

tune/head, note values, note 
names,  Big bands, pulse, rhythm, solo, 
ballad, verse, interlude, tag ending, 
strings, piano, guitar, bass,  drums, 
melody, cover, Old-school Hip Hop, Rap, 
riff, synthesizer, deck, backing loops, 
Funk,  scratching, unison, melody, cover, 
pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, 
Soul, groove, riff,  bass line, brass 
section, harmony, melody.  

 

Year 6 Autumn  (singing) Spring (improvisation) Summer (composition) 
Topic links    
NC statement: Play and perform in solo contexts 

To play and perform in ensemble 
contexts. 
Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of music. 
Develop an understanding of the history 
of music. 
Demonstrate increase in accuracy, 
fluency and control. 
 

Play and perform in solo contexts 
To play and perform in ensemble 
contexts. 
Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of music. 
Develop an understanding of the history 
of music. 
Demonstrate increase in accuracy, 
fluency and control. 
Improvise in a range of styles 
Demonstrate musical expression 
Listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds 
Use and understand staff (and other) 
notations 

Play and perform in solo contexts 
To play and perform in ensemble 
contexts. 
Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of music. 
Develop an understanding of the history 
of music. 
Demonstrate musical expression 
Improvise in a range of styles 
Compose in a range of styles 
Use and understand staff (and other) 
notations 

Expected knowledge To compare 2 pieces of music using the 
dimensions of music. 
To copy back a rhythm or three notes. 
To be able to sing 5 songs from memory 
To be able sing with expression with an 
awareness of being in tune 
To be able to sing backing vocals. 
To be able to rep and sing solo. 

To play C, D, E, F, G on a tuned musical 
instrument. 
Recognise quavers, crotchets, minims, 
rests, semibreves, dotted quavers and 
dotted minims. 
To know where FACE and EGBDF CD are 
on the musical stave. 
To improvise using 2 or 3 notes. 

To begin to compose using C, D, E, F, G, 
A, B using a range of notes. 
To be able to record composition using 
notation. 
Recognise the value of most musical 
notes. 
To know where FACE and EGBDF CD are 
on the musical stave. 



Vocabulary style indicators, melody, compose, 
improvise, cover, pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
tempo,  dynamics, timbre, texture, 
structure, dimensions of music, Neo 
Soul, producer, groove,  Motown, hook, 
riff, solo, Blues, Jazz, improvise/
improvisation, by ear, melody, riff, 
solo,  ostinato, phrases, unison, Urban 
Gospel, civil rights, gender equality, 
unison, harmony. 

style indicators, melody, compose, 
improvise, cover, pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
tempo,  dynamics, timbre, texture, 
structure, dimensions of music, Neo 
Soul, producer, groove,  Motown, hook, 
riff, solo, Blues, Jazz, improvise/
improvisation, by ear, melody, riff, 
solo,  ostinato, phrases, unison, Urban 
Gospel, civil rights, gender equality, 
unison, harmony. 

style indicators, melody, compose, 
improvise, cover, pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
tempo,  dynamics, timbre, texture, 
structure, dimensions of music, Neo 
Soul, producer, groove,  Motown, hook, 
riff, solo, Blues, Jazz, improvise/
improvisation, by ear, melody, riff, 
solo,  ostinato, phrases, unison, Urban 
Gospel, civil rights, gender equality, 
unison, harmony. 

 

 

 


